
Highland Ponies Australia Annual General Meeting 
17th May 2014 

By Teleconference 
 
 
Meeting opened: 7pm AEST 5pm WA 
 
 
Present (Phone In Attendances): Nicole Coombs, Myra Currie, Karin Cerasani, Sarah McAndrew, 
Sally Adsett- Brown, Andrea Harold, Chris Martin 
 
 
Apologies: Julia Grave Anna Thirkell,  
 
 
Previous minutes:  Minutes from 2013 were read and All in Favour 

Moved Myra Currie, seconded, Karin Cerasani 
 
 
Business arising from the minutes. 
 

1. Equitana 
Equitana Melbourne 2014.  Due to the high cost it was decided that HPA will not be attending 
Equitana this year in Melbourne.  It was quite an expense last year and as the VIC APSB stud 
show is on the same weekend it is unlikely we will be able to source sufficient people to assist. 
 

2. Stallions at Stud in Horse Deals Advert 
As there are only 3 breeders with stallions at public stud within our subscribership, it was 
decided that HPA will not advertise in horse deals this year and instead spend the money on 
promoting the breed out at shows and events around Australia. 
 

3. Merchandise 
With only a few calanders left these proved to be a great idea and we have made $450 from 
there sales.  A small amount of other merchandise was also sold totaling $220. 

 
4. Murrumbateman Field Days, NSW 

Entry to this field day in October 2014 would cost around $300 as we have committed to 
expenditure for Unbridled in the same Region, Sarah will apply to showcase the highland pony 
at the field days under their free group/charity status.  If this is not approved, we will not 
attend. 

 
 
 
Presidents Report:  Read by Myra Currie and included as Attachment A 
    Moved Sarah McAndrew seconded Karin Cerasani 
 
 
Treasurers Report:  Read through by Sarah McAndrew and included as Attachment B 

Moved Myra Currie, seconded Nicole coombs 
 



 
Election of office bearers: 
Myra Currie (APSB Federal representative) took the floor and declared all positions vacant.  
Nominations for 2014/2015 were taken as follows: 
 
President.   Myra Currie – Nominated Nicole Coombs seconded S. McAndrew 

Accepted.  All in Favour 
 

Vice President. Nicole Coombs – Nominated Myra Currie, seconded S. McAndrew 
Accepted.  All in Favour 
 

Secretary.  Sally Adsett- Brown - Nominated S. McAndrew, seconded A. Harold 
   Accepted.  All in Favour. 
 
Treasurer.  Sarah McAndrew – Nominated A Harold, seconded N. Coombs 
   Accepted.  All in Favour 
 
Publicity Officer: Nicole Coombs – Nominated S. McAndrew, seconded A. Harold 
   Accepted.  All in Favour 
 
Committee:   Chris Martin – Nominated S. Mc Andrew 

Karin Cerasani (ACT) – Nominated S. McAndrew 
Andrea Harold – nominated Myra Currie 
Accepted.  All in favour. 

 
Myra Currie (APSB) declared all positions filled. 
 
Sarah McAndrew requested that Karin Cerasani continue to act as the second signatory on the HPA 
bank account, due to their close proximity to each other.  This was agreed by all. 
 
 
General Business 
 

1. Unbridled Festival 
Canberra is holding a festival for year of the horse celebrations in November 2014.  Sarah 
expressed an interest in HPA having a stable in the Breeder’s Village at a cost of $250.  Only 
mares and geldings can be exhibited and Samantha Sant has volunteered her gelding 
Lommondene to be the display pony.  Should HPA not be accepted by the festival to have a 
space in the Breeder’s Village, there is a second choice we can apply for, that is taking a 
stallion to the Stallion Village.  The price is higher in the stallion village and Sarah suggested 
that we split the cost of $500 between HPA and her stud Tarabrae and have Fourmerk Royal 
Scott attend.  These suggestions were agreed to and Sarah will submit the relevant paperwork 
as applications for our first choice and second choice. 

 
2. Over-height Ponies 

Myra received about 6 e mails after requesting feedback from owners about showing ponies 
that are over-height, most people are in agreement that we should be able to show gelding 
that are over-height at breed and stud shows around Australia, Myra will be submitting this 
request to the APSB, also all in agreement that this is to promote the breed and not to change 
any breed standards. 

 



 
3. HP NSW 

It was agreed that we would like to keep communications open with the NSW Highland pony 
group. They had requested some promotional materiel and Myra has sent them some 
pamphlets a d posters to use at the Brisbane show, hopefully we can work together to promote 
the breed.Nicole will get in touch to see if they would like anything in our next newsletter. 
 

4. Tartan Rosettes 
There are still many rosettes available for the HPA to donate as prizes at shows in highland 
classes and Sarah requested that Nicole advertise this in the newsletters so that subscribers 
can nominate events they would like HPA to sponsor 
 

5. Newsletter 
Nicole is doing a great job of the newsletter and will put in the newsletter that HPA are happy 
to provide promotional materials to promote breed.  She would also like information about field 
days etc around the country to add to the newsletter. 
 

 
 
Meeting Closed. 8.pm AEST  and 6pm WA 



ATTACHMENT A 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

 

Highland pony Australia AGM President’s report 2013- 2014 

 

Thank you to all my committee who have worked tirelessly this year.  It has not been an easy 

task with all of us spread across the country. 

 

It has been a busy time with Equitana Sydney 2013, Gippsland Regional Promotional Show, 

Farm World Victoria, Melbourne Royal, Brisbane Royal, Highland Ponies NSW breed display.  

I hear all went off VERY well.  Congratulations to all that put in the hard work getting ponies 

there and having a great time and of course promoting our wonderful Highland ponies.  And of 

course all the APSB Stud shows that have been and are still to come this year.  I hope you all 

have fun and do well. 

 

Congratulations to the High Point Score winners for 2013 Anna Thirkell, Ellen Thirkell and 

Rae Madden.  Well done. 

 

Thank again to my Committee this year.  Yes, there have been ups and downs but I think we 

have managed to get through them all. 

 

I hope you have a great year ahead.  Good luck to you all and thank you for letting me be your 

President. 

 

Regards 

Myra Currie 

Retiring President 

 



ATTACHMENT B 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

 


