
Highland Ponies Australia Annual General Meeting 
8th August 2015 

By Teleconference 

 
 
Meeting opened : 2pm AEST 12pm WA 
 
 
Present (Phone in Attendance) : Sarah McAndrew, Sam O’Ryan, Sally Adsett-Brown, Julia Grave, 
Kathryn Williamson, Anne McCallum, Myra Currie, Andrea Harold, Karin Cerasani 
 
Apologies :   Philippa Bruijn, Anna Thirkell 
 
Previous Minutes :   Minutes from 2014 were read and All in Favour 
   Moved Julia Grave ; Seconded Andrea Harold 
 
Business arising from the Minutes : 
 
   No business arising from the Minutes 
   
Presidents’ Report : Read by Myra Currie and included as Attachment A 
   Moved Julia Grave ; Seconded Karin Cerasani 
 
Treasurers’ Report : Read by Sarah McAndrew and included as Attachment B 
   Moved Anne McCallum ; Seconded Julia Grave 
 
Election of Office Bearers : 
 
Myra Currie (APSB Federal Representative) took the floor and declared all positions vacant. 
Nominations for 2015/16 were taken as follows : 
 
President Myra Currie – Nominated Sarah McAndrew ; Seconded Karin Cerasani 
  Accepted. All in Favour 
 
VicePresident Anne McCallum – Nominated Julia Grave ; Seconded Sarah McAndrew 

Accepted. All in Favour 
 
Secretary Sally Adsett-Brown – Nominated Sarah McAndrew ; Seconded Karin Cerasani 
  Accepted. All in Favour 
 
Treasurer Sarah McAndrew – Nominated Sally Adsett-Brown ; Seconded Andrea Harold 
  Accepted. All in Favour 
 
Publicity Officer:  Role is now to be split into two: 
Fundraising Anne McCallum – Nominated Sarah McAndrew ; Seconded Karin Cerasani 
  Accepted.  All in Favour 
Newsletter Sam O’Ryan – Nominated Sarah McAndrew ; Seconded Karin Cerasani 

Accepted.  All in Favour 
 
Committee Chris Martin – Nominated Sally Adsett-Brown 
  Karin Cerasani – Nominated Sarah McAndrew 
  Andrea Harold – Nominated Myra Currie 
  Kathryn Williamson – Nominated Sarah McAndrew 
  Accepted.  All in Favour 
 
Myra Currie (APSB) declared all positions filled. 
 
Sarah McAndrew requested that Karin Cerasani continue to act as the second signatory on the HPA bank 
account, due to their close proximity to each other.  This was agreed by all. 



General Business 
 
1. Equitana 2016 
Equitana will be held in November 2016.  No one was sure if the APSB Stud Show would again clash with 
Equitana, but it was decided that HPA would aim to have a presence in the Breed Village regardless. 
Sarah raised the idea of sharing the cost of a booth in the display village with the Fjord Group, being that 
HPA would have access on 2 days and the Fjord Group the other 2 days.  Julia raised the point that 
anyone interested in Highland ponies would not stop at a breed stand that had a Fjord pony displayed, 
despite having both groups promotional info in the area.  The cost of a booth is estimated to be around 
$1,100.00.   
It was decided at this stage to aim to book a booth for HPA exclusive use for the four days.  Ideally there 
will be a different gelding on display each day.  A concern was raised that there would need to be an 
appropriate amount of people ‘manning’ the booth each day (at least 4).  Sarah suggested the HPA AGM 
be held in late November 2016 to coincide with Equitana, as a number of members are likely to be 
attending Equitana and we could possibly have a ‘face to face’ AGM meeting. 
 
2. Merchandise 
It was agreed by all that we need extra merchandise to be available for sale at Equitana 2016.  It was 
decided that calendars, caps, beanies and stubbie holders would be easier to organise as they are 
standard items and can be purchased cost effectively in bulk (as opposed to t-shirts etc that require a 
number of different sizes to be on hand, and as such a much larger financial outlay). 
The 2015 Photo Show is nearly finalised and it was agreed that this remain a biennial event and photos 
used from this current show be used to also produce a 2017 calendar for Equitana. 
There are still a number of magnets and badges on hand, so there is no need to produce any more of these 
at this stage. 
Sarah suggested that the HPA embroidered badges be produced in 2 sizes – large to fit a saddle blanket, 
medium/small to fit a beanie and cap.  These will be available for purchase by members, but will also be 
used to create the caps/beanies that will be offered for sale at Equitana.  Standard caps and beanies will be 
purchased and Sarah and Sam offered to sew the badges on. 
 
3. Fundraising 
Anne put forward the idea of producing an information booklet to be handed out to the public at Equitana.  
The booklet would contain general information on highland ponies as well as stud/pony advertisements.  
The advertising spaces will be available for purchase by all HPA members. 
It was agreed that advertising packages will be offered in tiers eg gold package $250-$300 ; silver package 
$150-$200 etc and will include space in the booklet as well as wall space in the Equitana booth.  These 
prices are approximate and will be decided at a later date.  The idea will be made available to our members 
from January 2016 onwards via newsletter, Facebook and email.  Anne agreed to research the cost of 
producing the booklet and the lead time that will be required for it to be printed in time to distribute at 
Equitana.  Sarah has a good contact where she gets the calendars produced that may be good for this and 
she is able to produce the artwork for the printer. 
 
All agreed that we go ahead with a raffle to be drawn before Christmas 2015 (‘The Christmas Raffle’). A 
number of items have already been donated but another call out for donations will be done once the Photo 
Show has been wound up.  Items do not necessarily need to be horse-related but ideally be easily sent to 
the winners ie gift cards, vouchers for items such as a bottle of scotch!  All HPA members will be sent a 
booklet of 20 raffle tickets to be sold at $2 per ticket or 3 tickets for $5.  
 
4. Over height Ponies 
Mrya reported the APSB will now be allowing over-height non-breeding stock (geldings) to compete in 
performance classes.  This will mean only ridden classes at this stage.  All agreed this is a good step 
forward and will hopefully be the start of more changes with regard to over-height ponies, as this is an issue 
across all groups not just HPA. 
 
5. Publicity Officer 
It was agreed the position of Publicity Offer be shared this year and duties split between fundraising and 
newsletter production.  As above, Anne McCallum will be the contact person for fundraising and Sam 
O’Ryan will be producing the newsletter. 
 
Meeting Closed.  3pm AEST 1pm WA 



ATTACHMENT A 
 
 

Annual General Meeting 

Highland Ponies Australia 

President’s Report - August 2015 
 

 

 

Hi everyone, 

 

Hope you are all surviving the cold winter weather but still having fun with your ponies.  

Some of you have been doing very well from all I can see and hear, with results from the 

shows. It is good to see some more shows catering for our Highlands; I hope it continues. 

Well done to our junior riders.  It is good to see them getting out and about at shows and 

Pony club and doing some fun things and getting ahead. 

 

Welcome to our new members that have got Highland ponies. We are always ready to help if 

we can, so don’t be shy - there is always someone around to help. 

 

Our photo shows organised by Sarah help earn us a few dollars. Thanks to all that supported 

them. 

 

As always I would like to thank all the committee for all their hard work through the year. 

To Sarah for all the organising she dose and keeping us with a few dollars in the bank it is 

just magic. Karin for being Sarah’s off sider, and Sally for the secretarial skills - thank you 

both. Nicole, for her magic with the newsletter - well done. It has always been appreciated. 

We are all very sorry to see you give up the newsletter and we all know the hard work you 

put into it. Thank you so much, you will be sadly missed by all of us. 

 

As always, be happy taking your Highland Ponies out and about. 

 

Regards 

 

 

Myra Currie 

President 



ATTACHMENT B 

 

 

 


